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New England USA

Area  Total 186,458.8 km², Population 
Total 14,303,542 (2008 ) Largest city Boston  609,023
New England is a region of the United States 
located in the northeastern corner of the country, 
bounded by the Atlantic Ocean, Canada and New 
York State, and consisting of the modern states of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut.

Cape Cod, Nantucket, and Martha's Vineyard in 
Massachusetts are popular tourist destinations for 
their small-town charm and beaches. All have 
restrictive zoning laws to prevent sprawl and 
overdevelopment. Acadia National Park, off the coast 
of Maine, preserves most of Mount Desert Island and 
includes mountains, an ocean shoreline, woodlands, 
and lakes.
Additionally, the coastal New England states are 
home to many oceanfront beaches.
The financial magazine Money, in a 2006 survey 
entitled "Best Places to Live," ranked several New 
England towns and cities in the top one hundred. 
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In one of the earliest English settlements in the New World, English Pilgrims from Europe first 
settled in New England in 1620, in the colony of Plymouth. 
Captain John Smith, exploring the shores of the region in 1614, named the region "New England" in 
his account of two voyages there, published as A Description of New England.
The name "New England" was officially sanctioned on November 3, 1620.

In these early years, relationships between colonists and Native Americans alternated between 
peace and armed skirmishes. Six years after the bloodiest of these, the Pequot War in 1643, the 
colonies of Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, New Haven, and Connecticut joined together in a loose 
compact called the New England Confederation (officially "The United Colonies of New 
England"). 
The confederation was designed largely to coordinate mutual defense against possible wars with 
Native Americans, the Dutch in the New Netherland colony to the west, the Spanish in the south, 
and the French in New France to the north, as well as to assist in the return of runaway slaves. The 
confederation lost its influence when Massachusetts refused to commit itself to a war against the 
Dutch.

New England was also an early center of the industrial revolution. Pawtucket, Rhode Island is 
considered the birthplace of America's industrial revolution.

Two popular American sports were invented in New England. Basketball was invented by James 
Naismith (a Canadian) in Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1891.Volleyball was invented by William 
G. Morgan in Holyoke, Massachusetts, in 1895.
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